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                December 2011 Newsletter
We are already into December, with two weeks until the holidays. Just a reminder that we have skating up until/on December 23rd. There is no skating over the Christmas holidays, resuming Monday January 9th.

On Wednesday December 21st during the Canskate hour is “Skate with Santa”. Unfortunately, this year Skate Canada rules only permit our registered skaters on the ice during this time, however family can certainly come out and enjoy hot chocolate and Xmas treats in the lobby.

We would like to thank all those who participated in our Christmas Float that we had in the Gananoque Santa Clause Parade in November. We won first prize for the best non-profit organization float, and we were presented with a beautiful trophy. Well done!!!
Good effort to all those who participated in our low and high test days in November. Congratulations to the following skaters for passing their tests;
Keira White and Taylor McMaster passed their Dutch Waltz, 

Clara Connors and Brianna White passed their Swing

Clara Connors also passed her Canasta, Preliminary Skills and Preliminary Elements

Briar Whitehead passed her Baby Blues

Sarah Gostlin passed her Willow and her Preliminary Skills

Halen Sharpe passed her Fiesta

Acacia Gifford passed her Preliminary Skills and Preliminary Elements

Paige Kirkpatrick, Madison Forte and Alicia Lappan   passed  Preliminary Elements

Emma Anderson passed the Ten Fox

Chelsea Heikamp passed the Fourteen Step

Jenna Smallegange passed the Starlight 
Taylor Marshall passed the Kilian, Blues and her Senior Silver Skills
Madison Smith passed the Tango and American

Kendra Lloyd passed the Viennese

Special congratulation goes to Jessica Richardson who completed GOLD level in Dance. Way to go Jessica!!!

Look for the participation forms that will be coming out soon for our upcoming Club Competition which takes place January 31st.

Hope everyone enjoys the holiday season, and wish you all a safe, healthy and happy New Year!!
Canskate Parents and Caregivers,

It is December --- can you believe it? On behalf of Julie, Brittnee, Adam and myself we wish all the skaters and their families a very Happy Holiday Season.

Canskate is coming along great, and when I look out on the ice I see a busy but organized session. We are very pleased with all our skaters’ progress. The beginner canskate is now working at three stations – Circuit (skills practice) – Play (fun and games) – and Fast Track (skating with flow and speed). This allows all skaters to move around the beginner area and to experience different PAs.   

Most skaters have been tested and badges have been awarded. If your skater has not been tested please let us know, perhaps he or she has been tested but has not passed all the required skills to complete the badge, or maybe he or she was not present on the nights we did testing, so please let us know. Skaters taking private lessons will be tested by their private lesson coach.

Our Holiday Party will be on Wed. Dec. 21 during canskate time. This year Skate Canada, due to insurance restrictions, has said that parents and families WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO SKATE, during our party. There will be treats for all in the lobby, after the skating time. 

Club Competition and Interclub Competition are coming up in the new year and we would appreciate it greatly if you had a talk with your skater(s) to see if they are interested in entering. Club Competition is held at our club in late Jan. and is very low key with the emphasis on fun and participation. Skaters compete with other skaters of their same badge level. They will be asked to demonstrate skills they have been practicing during their lessons. If you feel your skater may be interested, please contact Krissy Doran by email or at the rink and give her your skaters name along with your name. We will make sure that applications are given out to all who respond. Interclub Competition is held in late Feb. and is a bit more serious but skaters also compete with other skaters of their badge level and will demonstrate skills they have practiced. It is held in Kingston. Your skater may participate in one or both of these events.

I very much appreciate the emails and calls we have received to discuss concerns you have about your skaters, and I hope we have been helpful in finding solutions.

Please note that there IS canskate on Fri. Dec.23, but there is NO GAN. FIGURE CLUB SKATING from Dec.24 to Jan.8. Canskate commences again on JAN.11. See you all then.

Jan MacDonald  (Canskate coordinator)

Julie, Brittnee and Adam 
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